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The Pedders Suspension Rally Team have enjoyed their first 

foray onto the gravel for 2010, not only taking on the 

marbles of The Quit Forest Rally, but also taking out victory 

with Scott Pedder and co-driver Jon Mortimer winning both 

heats for a clean sweep of event and the season to date. 

Despite the on-paper dominance of the yellow and black car 

number seven, it was not a weekend without its dramas nor 

challenges. 

From Friday night’s early special stages at Busselton, Simon 

and Sue Evans showed they would be a force to be reckoned 

with, as the reigning ARC champions took a small lead onto the gravel for Saturday and then backed 

up this effort on the Saturday night with a repeat performance. 

This presented Scott Pedder and Jon Mortimer with 

challenge before each morning’s stages. In Heat 

One they were able to bridge the gap after the first 

stage of the day. In Heat Two, the battle was far 

more intense and it was not until after the day’s 

third stage that their names appeared atop the 

leader board. 

Scott Pedder: "We thought we'd have a better run 

on the Friday night, but it was not a gap we felt was 

insurmountable. We were confident we could claw 

back the time we lost to Simon and Sue Friday night 

but didn’t think we’d be able to do it on the first stage.” 

In a see sawing Heat Two, Pedder and Mortimer took the lead only to have the Evans crew take it 

back. Both cars suffered mechanical difficulties, but it was the Pedders Suspension Evo IX that 

prevailed, taking Heat Two by just 2.1 seconds in a result that will be remembered for many years to 

come. 

Said Scott Pedder: "It's one of the closest rallies we've ever had. It's going to be an interesting year 

battling with Simon and Sue. “ As for the car, Pedder has faith in his team: “The guys from Race 

Torque build a great car- and they've got unbelievable experience in these cars and know what to do 

in every situation." 

For co-driver Jon Mortimer, it was another weekend of meticulous preparation at every level. Jon 

Mortimer "It's amazing at this level with these cars, you know when you're in that sweet spot- and 

when it drops out of it, you know you have to go back."  

Image- 1 Scott Pedder after winning Heat 
One. 

Image- 2 Scott Pedder, Jon Mortimer, Nannup Special 
Stage. 
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The Pedder/Mortimer pairing now lead the championship on 162 points, 30 clear of their nearest 

challenger. 

See Scott Pedder and Jon Mortimer post event interview: 

http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/6269715  

Mark Pedder and Catherine Smallbone, Car 8.  

For the other Pedders car, it was tough weekend at every 
turn. Mark Pedder with his co-driver Cat Smallbone 
completed their first gravel stage just outside the top ten and 
were looking to improve their overall position only to suffer 
rear diff failure. They completed the stage, albeit in limp 
mode and were towed back to service. 

While they were able to rejoin, this unfortunately set the tone for the weekend. The rest of Heat 
One was beset with issues:  a puncture, followed closely by an electrical problem before the car 
came to a complete stop 500 metres before the finish of the final forest stage. 

On the Sunday, the dramas continued with a fuel pump issue causing the car to cut in and out. Once 
again they came to complete stop in Brockman (SS17). When the car was not misbehaving, it was 
highly competitive, but these moments were not enough to secure a top ten finish for the weekend. 

Mark Pedder: “With a sorted car, we feel we’ll be well in the mix for the rest of the season. I’m just 

hoping that’s my run of bad luck done. The other signs are great- working with Cat Smallbone on the 

gravel for the first time was really great and we just need some more time and some luck to go our 

way .” 

Despite the bad luck and final result that did not meet his high standards, Mark had nothing but 

praise for the event: “I had an absolute ball- great to be back on the gravel. The roads are 

outstanding, the organisation exceptional- huge congrats to Ross Tapper and his team on an 

absolutely world class event.” 

Onward to Coffs Harbour for Round Three 

The Pedders Suspension Rally Team will now look to the next round at Coffs Harbour, where Mark 

has competed, but Scott has not. Mark Pedder:  “We’ll test on the Wednesday ahead of the Coffs 

rally. I competed there over 10 years ago- I did it in a Commodore ute, so I’m not sure I have 

anything useful for the team regarding this venue...!” 

Scott Pedder hopes he can continue his sparkling form: "The guys from Race Torque build a great 

car- and they've got unbelievable experience in these cars and know what to do in every situation, 

so while Coffs Harbour is a totally different event- (and I’ve never been there.), hopefully we'll go 

there and find a setup early that works." 

Image- 3 Mark Pedder, Cat Smallbone 
takeing on the Quit Forest Rally. 

http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/6269715
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Image- 4 Scott Pedder and Jon Mortimer- winners, Quit Forest Rally 2010. Image Ben Crabtree, JBC Photography 


